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July 09 & 10
See you there!
Remember we have no meeting planned for July because of the Pond Tour. If you’d like to go on the Pond
Tour, check out the map on the next page. All the ponds
are listed and you can purchase a ticket at any pond and
start your tour.

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR
Club Dues Are Past Due, And Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Rd.
East Peoria, IL. 61611

Happy
4th
of July

A Jeannie Clarke, 6934 N. St. Marys, Rd., Peoria
B. Jim & Margy Simmons, 4225 N. Illinois, Peoria Heights
C. Patty & Mick Davis, 250 E. Parkway Dr.,E. Peoria
D. Karen & Ralph Hofstetter, 22223 Grosenbach Rd., Washington
E. Deb & Mark Palmquist, 110 Devonshire Rd., Washington
F. Jeff Minson, 516 Veterans Dr., E. Peoria
G. Stephen & Lisa Carter, 580 N. Pleasant Hill Rd., E. Peoria
H. Tom & Cheryl Ivey, 1912 Highwood Ave., Pekin
I Steve & Mary Depew, 1833 Highwood Ave., Pekin
J. Ron & Patty Kramer, 1408 S. 14th St., Pekin
K. Julie Wallace, 1814 North Shore Dr., Pekin
L. Barb & Richard Luick, 410 E. Walnut St., Tremont
M. Todd & Cheryl Bong, 317 N. Sampson St., Tremont

2

Prairieland Koi and Pond Society
General Meeting Minutes
Saturday June 11, 2016
9:00 – 10:06 a.m.

Attendance: 36 people wer e in attendance
Location: William and Patty Davis’ home, East Peoria, IL
Meeting: Patty Davis star ted the meeting by telling us about her pond. It is cur r ently about 4500 gallons
and on the 3rd or 4th revision for enlarging it since the fish keep outgrowing the old space. Her bio-filter is on
bricks and a wooden frame and she has had success keeping the old filter on in the winter for extra aeration.
She has lots of lovely plants surrounding the pond and in shelves in the pond, but has complained that the Koi
go after her water lilies. Jeannie Clark recommended distracting the Koi from pond plants by tossing them
some watermelon slices and planting bog plants.
Vince Smith introduced our speaker, Mike White whose pond company business “White Water Filters” was
started in 1997 and is located in Batavia, IL outside of Chicago. He started out as a pond hobbyist, read lots of
books on ponds, and served many years as Midwest Pond Society president and vice-president. He kindly addressed several questions from club members:
How to get rid of herons hanging around your pond? At one time herons were endangered and rookeries were
developed near Chicago that successfully bolstered populations. Now there are too many herons for current resources and the populations are not sustainable, although it is illegal to kill or harm them since they
are covered by the Migratory Bird Act. The best way to deter herons is to build your pond greater than 18
inches deep on the edges so that they cannot wade in and wait for fish to come to them, which is their natural fishing style. If your pond is already built there are some things you can try: place 6-8 lb.-test monofilament fishing line around your pond, use fake heron decoys (although during breeding season it might
bring other herons in plus they need to be moved), use motion sensor scarecrows that shoot water (these
must be moved as well), put netting over your pond high enough so that heron can’t poke through them,
install electric fencing (but if heron can step over it, they will), line your pond edge with jagged rocks instead of flat rocks as herons are not real stable, use motion sensor radios, fake alligator floats in the pond
(although if the heron doesn’t migrate, he won’t know what an alligator is and won’t be afraid), dummy
human forms don’t seem to work, plastic owls may or may not work since owls are nocturnal and herons
are diurnal, and try hanging CDs for the movement and flash to scare them away. There is a danger in provoking them as they can attack and spear you with their sharp beak which contains lots of bacteria.
How to control string algae? If a pond is old enough and in balance, the string algae will disappear on its own.
String algae growth is a natural response that helps in the nitrogen cycle of a stable pond ecosystem by filtering the water. Fish produce waste and ammonia and beneficial bacteria help break this down into nitrogen, nitrates, and nitrites that plants (like string algae) utilize, thereby removing excess buildup in a pond that can be
toxic to fish. Most of us have too many fish in our ponds to be ecologically stable, so more waste is generated
than can be ameliorated. We often add both liquid and powdered bacteria to help get rid of excess nitrogen.
FritzZyme 360 plus water hyacinths in the bio-filter (about 10 hyacinths per 1000 gal. of water) are a good
way to keep string algae in check. You can also physically remove string algae. There are different kinds of
string algae, a spring type that floats during the day and sinks at night, and a summer type that is especially
long and stringy. “Pond Balance” is a product made in England that kills string algae slowly (applied once
every 10 days for 3 treatments, then once per month for maintenance) but it is
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expensive ($80/box to treat a 10,800 gallon pond once!). Barley extract products work because they produce hydrogen peroxide (H2O2). It is much cheaper to use human grade H2O2 (which is a 3% solution).
Apply 1 pint/3000 gal. of water once per week to kill the string algae. It won’t hurt the fish and has the
added advantage of promoting oxygen. The rub is if you stop using it, the string algae returns like gangbusters. Mother Nature goes through a cycle to purify water. The first thing She does is create “Green
Water” which consists of chlorophyll producing microscopic plants and bacteria that eat nitrogen waste
products. Her next step is to introduce a higher plant form, string algae, to kill off the green water. If the
string algae is killed off too quickly (by use of chemicals), it decomposes and robs the pond of oxygen.
A well aerated pond has a concentration between 10-11 ppm of oxygen. At concentrations below 5-6
ppm, your fish will start to become oxygen deprived and cannot survive.
Where should an aerator be placed in a pond? The surface is the only place where water incorporates
oxygen, so gurgling streams and splashing waterfalls are good sites where oxygen can be absorbed. That
leaves the deep water in your pond without access to oxygen, so an aerator should be placed on the bottom of the pond during the summer.
We have all heard that fish grow to the size of their container. Mike explained that this is due to pheromone production by the fish. If you have too many fish in your pond, there will be lots of pheromone
output and their growth will be inhibited.
What about water changes in a pond? 100% water change once a month is ideal but 10% per week is
good. This prevents salt and mineral build up as well as diluting pheromone concentrations in the water,
tricking the fish into thinking it is not as crowded so we can grow bigger!
What about products that promote stress coat health? It is a good idea but fish use their gills to get oxygen from water and the stress coat products coat the gills as well, which inhibits oxygen uptake.
What can be done about sick fish? Most of us make the mistake of treating the whole pond instead of
catching and isolating sick fish to determine why it is sick and then treating accordingly. Chances are
great that your pond contains lots of bacteria (both beneficial and harmful) that is not a great threat to
fish health unless a fish breaks the skin by getting a nick from a rock or a parasite bite. This allows the
bad bacteria to enter and can create ulcers and sores. If parasites are found on one sick fish, it is better to
treat the whole pond since they can break the skin of any of the fish to let the bad bacteria enter. If a fish
has just nicked itself, there may be no reason to treat the whole pond for parasites since that is not the
problem. Jeannie Clarke mentioned Aqua Medzyme (which can be purchased at Web’s Water Garden or
online at Amazon) can be used to control bad bacteria. Mike wasn’t sure if this product is similar to
KoiZyme which is used to control the bad bacteria aeromonas and pseudomonas which are present in
virtually every pond and are the worst kinds that create fin and tail rot, produce ulcers, and eventually
kill fish. KoiZyme is the only product that is FDA approved for edible fish. If parasites are not the problem, then these bad bacteria that are present should be controlled by treating the pond rather than just one
sick fish. If you observe a white circle around a fish sore, it is an indication that healing is taking place.
The affected area should progress from white to a hazy shape and color, to pink, and eventually to the
normal coloration of your Koi. The time frame for complete healing may be from 2 months to 2 years
and depends on such factors as water temperature and the immune system of the fish. Jeannie also told
us about using potassium permanganate, a purple powder, in the concentration of 1 gram/100 gal. to take
care of snail eggs and some parasites. It is available at Menard’s and Farm & Fleet. It is an oxidizer, so
shipping is not real safe and may be difficult to obtain online.
There will NOT be a PKPS general meeting in July due to the 2016 Pond Tour. The next meeting will be on
Saturday, August 13, 9:00 a.m. at Terry and Deb Hess’ in Hanna City.
Respectfully submitted,
Deb Palmquist, Secretary

4

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of July
Tom Trotter

If I don’t have your birthday month, please get to me.
For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour, it’s now
upon us, so enjoy! July 9th and 10th are the dates, if you decide to attend.
To all those members who have opened their yards for the tour, enjoy it and
have a lot of fun sharing all your ideas and projects.
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to help. It might
be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk about things we wouldn’t do
again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing. We can all learn from
our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds.
I have no, if only I had known for this month. But, great news from the AKCA
wet labs and Jeannie Clark:
Karen Hofstetter and I attended the wet lab on June 11 and 12 . Karen had
just completed the course study and graduated and I had graduated last year.
We learned so much about koi diseases and husbandry plus we learned to
dissect fish, diagnose parasites by doing a skin scrapping and also learned about
new research.
We met many people with a wealth of information and I encourage anyone
who is interested to go, even without doing the course study. Next year is in
New Jersey.
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

July 23rd Cantrell Residence

July 9-10 Pond Tour

August 27th Kruger Residence
September 24th Cantrell Residence

Aug. 13
Aug. 27
Sept.

Terry & Deb Hess’s
Luau Swanson’s
I.C.C. Days

October 22nd Bong Residence

Oct. 8

Steve Wakeman’s

November 26th Moreland Residence

Nov. 12

Knights of Columbus
Morton, IL.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$3,179.85
840.50
1,392.42
$2,627.93
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Vincent Smith
President/Editor
924 W. Ridgemont Rd.

Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net

Officers

AKCA

Directors

Vincent Smith Pr esident/
Editor

Greg Cantrell

Fish Health Advisors

309-682-1422

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means

Jeannie Clarke

309-645-7161

309-691-6721

309-712-7309

Rick Moreland
Allen Kruger

Vice Pr esident

Senior Director/Web Master

Food And Beverage
309-694-5057

217-737-3646
Todd Bong
Letriana Cantrell Tr easur er

309-256-9582

309-645-7163
Chairpersons
Debra Palmquist Secr etar y

Brenda Smith

309-696-7114

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-682-1422

Karen Hofstetter
309-699-5155

